The Physical Setting
The gypsitisation of some of the fossils is very remarkable
and as a consequence they may be broken into smooth
slabs or sections. Barytes has been found associated
with the gypsum. In several places these beds are gently
folded and this feature caused a search to be made in the
locality for indications of the presence of mineral oil
deposits. The examination showed that the folding is
associated with intrusions of basalt and oil is most un-
likely to be present. The limestones are full of fossils,
practically all of which are of kinds that still live in the
neighbouring sea. The age of these rocks is therefore
to be regarded as Pleistocene and they are consequently
much younger than the oil-bearing ones of the Egyptian
part of the Red Sea Coast.
The maritime plain where these limestone hills occur
is essentially formed of detritus from the hills. Good
sections exist at the Yameina ravine N.W. of Mohammed
Gul and the mass of rounded boulders is displayed. The
boulders often do not appear on the surface as they break
up, on exposure to the elements, into angular fragments.
In front of large valleys in the hills and rising above the
general level of the plain, are great masses of shingle
which the streams have deposited in former times.
Along the shore is a continuous belt of raised coral
reef usually attaining heights of 10 to 20 feet above the
present sea and exceptionally up to about 40 ft. At
J, Abu Shagarah on Ras Rawaya, the raised reef with
corals still in positions as they grew, stands at nearly
100 ft. above sea level. The coral reefs form a fringe to
the deposits of the Maritime Plain. These, in places near
the coast, are impitegnated with gypsum certainly formed
as a ifc&ixlt of sea water percolating through and evaporating
from the surface of the land. The gypsum crystals are
about the size of rice grains. The corrosion of the sheila,
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